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question the sanction of public opinion as applied to
these departments of conduct; and, if he conforms
to the diverse codes of his various social circles, his habits
of moral conduct will not become so firm as they would
if he were acquainted with one code only. These diversi-
ties of opinion in our complex civilised societies weaken,
then, the force with which public opinion bears upon
each individual's conduct, and they render the conduct
of the mass of civilised men very much less consistent
with the standards they profess than is that of most
savages and barbarians. This, however, does not imply
any innate moral inferiority of the civilised man; and,
though it results in many grave social evils of kinds that
are hardly known in well-organised savage societies, it
brings one great advantage, which more than compensates
civilised societies for the uncertainty of conduct and for
the appearance of inferior morality on the part of the
mass of their members; namely, it gives scope and
occasion for the development of higher types of conduct
and character than can be found in primitive communities,
and hence it renders possible the progress of the moral
tradition through the influence of these higher types.

For in primitive societies the precision of the cus-
tomary code and the exact coincidence of public opinion
with the code, allow of no occasion for deliberation upon
conduct, no scope for individual moral judgment and
choice; they provide no sphere of action for, and no
stimulus to the development of, strong character, such
as that of the man who can not only resist the promptings
of his strongest instinctive impulses, but is capable also
of standing up against public opinion and of doing what
he judges to be right in defiance of it.

Let the reader try to imagine himself a member of
a society whose code prescribes that he shall fall flat on
his face whenever he meets his mother-in-law, or that
he shall never mention certain of his relatives by name;
and let him imagine that these and almost all other details
of conduct are prescribed by rules the breach of which is
visited with the reprobation of the whole community
and often with the severest punishment; he will then